Proposed Projects from Edu Data Jam

On July 10, 2012 the Office of Education Technology, in partnership with the White House and the George Washington School of Business, hosted an Education Data Jam. The purpose of the workshop was to gather educational technology experts and entrepreneurs to brainstorm new apps that provide easy access to and utilize open education data. 

The following is a list of innovative project ideas that were created at the Data Jam. Since then, Data Jam participants have committed to turning these ideas into a reality over the next 90 days. Successfully implemented projects will potentially be showcased at the Education Datapalooza on October 9, 2012. Please send any questions to EdTech@ed.gov. 

Note: Project descriptions are in draft form. Updated summaries will be posted soon.


1. Angry Loans 
· Summary: Building financial capability during college/community college and beyond
· Description:
1. "Game layer" placed upon the experience of loan disbursement and student loan payback.
2. Simple budgeting widget that assists "players" with decision-making along with additional tools to assist with reminders, etc.
3. Ability to download loan disbursement and "MyData" from Dept of Ed and plug into the "game"
· Impact:
· Build financial capability of students and recent graduates in order to address student debt crisis 2.  Reduce student debt, reduce credit card debt accumulation in school, improve basic financial management/spending habits, reduce friction (e.g., fees incurred, etc.)
· Data:
· MyData
· Loan Disbursement Data
· American Community Survey (cost of living) 
· School data 
· Next Steps
1. Identify potential "'90-day" prototype developers (Intuit/Mint, Zynga, PiggyMojo, Smartypig)
2. Identify interested financial supporters to cover prototype development cost


2. College and Career Pathway Planner
· Description: A personalized pathway planner for individualized goals based on students’ unique interests and performance.
· “Recommend/identify” track adjusted to goals and performance
· Early warning alarms that signal track variance
· Context for classroom content,
· Rate and recommend options that correlate to success
· “Bench marker” based on previous student users
· Data sets used: CRDC, NSLDS, Proprietary (Pearson, ConnectEDU, eScholar, Parchment)


3. Common Contracts
· Description: Legal analysis of rules about using and sharing data that clarifies policies with common language and checklists.
· Data sets used: Learning Registry


4. FASFA Link for Scholarship Search 
· Description: Integrated application that lets users “reuse” data inputted in one site through automatic upload and search.
· Two-way integration
· Opens API to FAFSA (and FAFSA forecasting tool)
· Will address privacy issues
· Impact: A more streamlined way to search for and apply for scholarships
· Data sets used: SAR/FAFSA, Scholarships, MyData


5. Kayak for Colleges
· Description: Comparison tool for school shopping sheets based on individual FAFSA data. Includes baseline index of FAFSA, region, cost of living, school type, etc. It could feed into other apps.
· Impact: Informed college selection 
· Data sets used: IPEDS, MyData, NCES, Census information


6. MyData from Scholarships
· Description: Integrates MyData into current scholarship-search provider sites.


7. MyData Propagation
· Description: Team will work with states and districts to activate MyData.


8. Net Price Aggregator 
· Description: Simplified way to see net price across schools. Students can compare relative net prices and avoid misperceptions about school cost.


9.  Rye Catcher
· Description: Acts as a bridge between special needs students’ learning needs and organizations that can meet them, bringing together the right organization and the right special needs student at right time.
· Impact: Assesses needs (via MyData), puts organizations on city map and increases visibility
· Data sets used: MyData, program listings, Google Maps, reviews


10. Students Like Me
· Description: A recommendation tool that helps students find “the right college for students like them” based on:
· Program information
· Teaching/learning
· Scholarship/affordability
· US News & World Report data
· One-click opt-In
· Completion default and other preferences
· Link with Common Application
· Link to Conditional
· Impact: Increases application numbers. match quality, and informed decisions
· Data sets used: Custom Collaboration Filter, IPEDS, FAFSA, NSLDS, Common Application, MyData 


11. Turbo-Charge Learning Registry 
· Description: Expands online resources offered by the Learning Registry, including a tenfold growth in tagged records, crowd-sourced widget/bookmark, Learning Registry browser, and “AdWords” for content producers.
· Impact: Users will be able to find a greater number of more relevant resources.
· Data sets used: Learning Registry, EdFacts


12. Universal Authentication for K-12
· Description: Connects students and resources, particularly those tied to the Learning Registry and Common Core, by means of a learning graph, MyData import function, and leveraging existing digital identities (e.g., Facebook profiles).
· Data sets used: Learning Registry, MyData, Facebook


13. Where Does College Get Me?
· Description: Allows students to calculate “what college is worth to them.”
· Inputs: What I want to be, my financial situation, where I want to live
· Output: Alternative scenarios based on school, career, location, completion
· Impact: Smart, sustainable education choices
· Data sets used: IPEDS, NSLDS, Census/Labor, eScholar longitudinal data, new NSLDS data sets (graduate rates, defaults), private loan data


14. Visualization of EdFacts
· Description: “Heat maps” of school performance
· Impact: Helps parents, teachers, and districts easily see and understand school performance
· Data sets used: EdFacts
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